City Council Minutes
May 18, 2015

The following are subject to modification and are not official minutes until approved by the Governing Body.

CITY OF COLWICH, KANSAS

CITY ADMINISTRATIVE CENTER

310 S. 2ND STREET

REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING
MAY 18, 2015
7:00 P.M.

1. CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Terrence D. Spexarth on Monday, May 18, 2015 at 7:00 p.m. called the regular monthly meeting of the Colwich City Council to order. 
ATTENDANCE
Present were Mayor Terrence D. Spexarth, Councilmembers Robert Winter, Pamela Winegarner, Stephanie Guy, Angela Banz and Doyle Dodd.

Staff members present were William Gondoly, Public Works Director; Stanley Juhnke, City Attorney; Mark Hinkle, Police Chief; Brad Banz, Fire Chief and Diana Brooks, City Clerk.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Mayor Spexarth led the audience, staff and Council in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

PUBLIC HEARING – Presentation by Waste Connections regarding the City assuming billing for trash service

Councilmember Banz moved that the Council open the public hearing at 7:02 p.m.  Councilman Winter second the motion.  Motion carried 5-0.
Mayor Spexarth reminded the Council of the discussion with Waste Connections concerning the city assuming billing for trash service resulting in citizens getting lower rates.  

Mr. Jim Spencer, Waste Connections, informed the Council of the current rates for trash service with recycling; what the rates would be if the City entered into a 10-year contract with Waste Connections stating that the prices would increase annually after the first two-years according to the Consumer Price Index.    He stated that the fee included a 5% franchise fee; that the City events and trash service would be at no cost resulting in an approximate savings of $7,200 per year with the each resident seeing a $120 per year savings on their bill.

Ms. Leilani Suellentrop, 611 Hemmen Terrace, expressed concern that there were customers that took their trash to their businesses instead of having home service and per the City code would pay for a service they would not use.  She further stated there were other trash haulers interested in serving Colwich.

Mr. Jerome Gehlen, 200 S 2nd expressed concern that he had two accounts but only one was an active account and questioned if he would have two trash charges.  Mayor Spexarth assured him that these types of cases the Clerk would look at individually to assure accuracy in collecting the fees.

Mr. Al Gehlen 201 S 1st questioned if people having utility service but not living in a home for various reasons would be charged.  Mayor Spexarth expressed that this too would be a case to look at individually.

Mayor Spexarth called for any additional comments from the public, hearing none he called for a motion to close the public hearing.

Councilmember Banz moved that the Council close the public hearing at 7:30 p.m.  Councilwoman Winegarner second the motion.  Motion carried 5-0.

The consensus of the Council was to contact other trash haulers for bids and compare all interested companies at the June meeting.
2.
NOTICES AND COMMUNICATIONS
There were no notices or comments.
3.
CITIZEN COMMENTS
Mr. and Mrs. Howard Nichols, 109 Cedar Ct., informed the Council of a drainage problem since the improvement of the ICM property south of their home.  Mayor Spexarth stated that the situation would be reviewed and if necessary discussed at the June meeting.

4.
PURCHASE REQUESTS AND ITEMS NEEDING COUNCIL ACTION
A.
Presentation of Policy and Dividend check – Jeff Engel, Madrigal and Associates

Mr. Jeff Engel, Madrigal and Associates presented the Council with the policy book, a dividend check in the amount of $6,326; a workers comp audit reimbursement check in the amount of $959.00 and an insurance claim check in the amount of $14,233.63 as partial payment for losses from the April 3rd storm.  
6.
CONSENT AGENDA
A.
Approval of the minutes of the April 20, 2015 Council meeting

B.
Approval of the Appropriations Ordinance No. 15-04-02 and 15-05-01
C.
Approval of the April financial reports

Councilwoman Guy moved that the Council approve the consent agenda A-C as presented. Councilmember Banz second the motion.  Motion approved 5-0.
6.
COMMITTEE REPORTS 
A.
Heritage Festival

Ms. Mary Ann Morrison, reported the festival was being worked on and that the fishing derby was rescheduled for June 20th at the Colwich Memorial Park and that the application with the Kansas Department of Wildlife and Parks for a grant to cover the expenses was approved.
B.
Park Committee


Councilwoman Guy stated that the committee discussed a water fountain at Colwich Memorial Park; changing the name of Colwich Memorial Park to Heritage Park due to confusion with Veterans Park housing the memorial; and the bid from Smarsh Masonry to reconfigure the area around the light pole to allow people to purchase memorial bricks.

Councilwoman Guy presented a schematic and pictures of apparatus for a splash park and detailed the method used to pay for the splash park being City and private donations with community contractors constructing the splash park.


Councilwoman Guy presented a formal contract from the Kansas Bureau of Waste Management granting the City $1,137 for benches and picnic table through the waste tire grant program and requested Council approve matching funds for the grant.


Councilwoman Guy moved that the Council approve the matching funds for the KDHE solid waste tire grant.  Councilmember Dodd second the motion.  Motion carried 5-0.

There was discussion regarding the status of sandblasting and painting the metal equipment in Veteran’s Park. William Gondoly, Public Works Director stated he had not solicited bids at this time.

C.
Marketing Committee


There was no report.
D.
Annexation and FEMA Committee –   Ms. Diana K. Brooks, City Clerk reported that a State FEMA representative had made a “cold” call last week to ask some questions required by FEMA.
E.
Library Board – Mayor Spexarth stated the report was in the packet. 
7.
DEPARTMENT HEAD REPORTS

A.
City Engineer – There was no report
B.
Fire – Chief Brad Banz, Fire Chief presented the monthly report and showed Council pictures of the progress on the construction of the brush truck.
C.
Public Works – William Gondoly, Public Works Director presented the monthly report and information on the cost to replace the First Street Lift Station; a proposed cost to rehab the water tower; and costs for lease/purchasing a tractor.

D.
Police Department – Chief Hinkle presented the monthly report and presented three bids for the purchase of an I.D. software and printer to replace the one damaged in the April 3rd storm with the bid from I.D. Wholesalers being the best bid in the amount of $4,141.96.


Councilmember Banz moved that the Council approve the bid from I.D. Wholesalers in the amount of $4,141.96.  Councilman Winter second the motion.  Motion carried 5-0.
E.
City Attorney – Mr. Stanley Juhnke, City Attorney, had nothing to report.  
F.
City Clerk - Ms. Brooks presented the monthly report and stated that the conversion of the utility billing and court software would be done next week.  
8.
GOVERNING BODY COMMENTS
Councilman Winter requested Vision Homes be contacted to put up mud barriers to keep mud from running down the storm sewer on Crocker Ave.
Mayor’s Appointments
Mayor Spexarth requested the Council appoint a Council President.  Councilmember Dodd nominated Stephanie Guy.  Councilman Winter second the nomination.  

Mayor Spexarth submitted the following names for appointment: City Attorney, 
Stanley  Juhnke; City Clerk, Diana Brooks; Municipal Judge, Duane Brown; City Treasurer,
 Mary Ann Gegen; Chief of Police, Mark Hinkle; Official Depository, Legacy Bank; Official Newspaper, The Clarion.  
Committee nominations as follows:  Parks-Stephanie Guy and Angela Banz; Marketing –Pamela Winegarner; FEMA – Robert Winter; Heritage Festival - Mary Ann Morrison.
Councilwoman Winegarner moved that the Council uphold the recommendation of Mayor Spexarth and appointed the named individuals as designated.  Councilmember Dodd second the motion.  Motion carried 5-0.

9.
EXECUTIVE SESSION 
No executive session was needed.
10.
ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business, Councilmember Banz moved for adjournment at 9:07 p.m. Councilwoman Winegarner second the motion.  Motion approved 5-0.

Respectfully submitted 
Diana K. Brooks, City Clerk
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