City Council Minutes
April 21, 2014

The following are subject to modification and are not official minutes until approved by the Governing Body.

CITY OF COLWICH, KANSAS

CITY ADMINISTRATIVE CENTER

310 S. 2ND STREET

REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING

APRIL 21, 2014
7:00 P.M.

1. CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Terrence D. Spexarth on Monday, April 21, 2014 at 7:00 p.m. called the regular monthly meeting of the Colwich City Council to order. 
ATTENDANCE
Present were Mayor Terrence D. Spexarth, Councilmembers Chase Blasi, Daniel Thurnau Cheryl Reichenberger, Sharon Scroggins and Mike Kraus were present with Councilmembers-elect Stephanie Guy and Pamela Winegarner.

Staff members present were William Gondoly, Interim Public Works Director; Stanley Juhnke, City Attorney; Mark Hinkle, Chief of Police; Brad Banz, Fire Chief; Ben Mabry, City Engineer and Diana Brooks, City Clerk.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Mayor Spexarth led the audience, staff and Council in the Pledge of Allegiance with Fr. Hoisington giving the invocation.  

2.
NOTICES AND COMMUNICATIONS
A.
Approval of the minutes of the March 17, 2014

B.
Approval of the Appropriations Ordinance No. 14-03-02

C.
Approval of the March financial reports

Councilman Blasi moved that the Council approve the consent agenda A-C with the minutes as amended.  Councilwoman Reichenberger second the motion.  Upon a call vote the motion was approved 5-0.

3.
SWEARING IN OF NEWLY ELECTED COUNCIL MEMBERS
Mayor Spexarth thanked Daniel Thurnau and Chase Blasi for their service on the Council.  

Ms. Diana K. Brooks, City Clerk administered the oath of office to Terrence D. Spexarth Stephanie Guy and Pamela Winegarner.

4.
CITIZEN COMMENTS
A.
Review of the request for Council to consider extending the new home tax abatement to a home constructed in approximately March, 2013 – Lindsay Weber

Ms. Lindsay Weber, 216 Crocker Ct. and Ms. Julie Mongold, 204 Crocker Ct. requested the Council consider providing the homeowners in Park Side Addition the new homebuyers incentive at the year two and three level of tax abatement as the homes constructed in this addition were the only new residences built in the last three to five years.

There was discussion regarding the intent of the incentives being for homes constructed and first time homebuyers after January, 2014 and the potential ramifications reimbursements could have on the 2014 budget.

Councilman Kraus moved that the Council approve to start the new home incentives as of January 1, 2014 and do nothing prior to that time.  Councilwoman Reichenberger second the motion.  Upon a call vote the motion was denied with a vote of 2-3 with Councilwoman Scroggins, Councilwoman Guy and Councilwoman Winegarner voting nay.


Councilwoman Scroggins moved that the Council approve tabling this item until the next meeting to allow evaluation of how many homes would be affected, determine the impact to the 2014 budget, and determine if more guidelines were needed.  Councilwoman Guy second the motion.  Upon a call vote the motion was approved 3-2 with Councilman Kraus and Councilwoman Reichenberger voting nay.  

Ms. Weber and Ms. Mongold requested the Council review the parking needs for the ball tournaments at Colwich Memorial Park as people routinely park in their cul-de-sac destroying lawns and blocking driveways.  Mr. Jon Scott, Colwich Ball Club, stated that overflow parking would be provided at the Keg parking lot and on the Legacy Bank vacant lot at 1st and Chicago.  There was discussion to set up temporary parking on the east side of the park until the parking lot could be considered.
Ms. Shannon Sanders, 613 W Chicago, informed the Council of the loud music coming from the Keg on the weekends and asked for assistance in rectifying the situation. Chief Mark Hinkle, Chief of Police and Mayor Spexarth reported that the owners had been asked to reduce the volume and when complaints were received the owners complied with the request.
5.
PURCHASE REQUESTS AND ITEMS NEEDING COUNCIL ACTION
A.
Review of the request to uphold the recommendation of the Planning Commission and approve Case No. su-14-01 a special use permit fo a commercial building (garage/storage) at 114 N Colorado – Bill Quaney
Mayor Spexarth stated that agenda item 5-A was a special use application requesting a special permit for a commercial building (garage/storage) at 114 N Colorado in the C-2 Central Business District.
Mayor Spexarth asked if any Councilmember intended to disqualify themselves because they had a particular bias on the case.  Hearing no disqualifications, he declared that there was a quorum of five (5) present to consider the case.  

Mayor Spexarth asked if the City Clerk received any protest petitions on the case.  Ms. Diana K. Brooks, City Clerk stated no protest petitions were filed, he asked if the Council members received copies of the unofficial minutes of the Planning Commission meeting with all Councilmember acknowledging they had.

Mayor Spexarth called for any new information on the case not presented at the meeting by the applicant or the public. Hearing none, he called for questions from the Council for the applicant, staff or public.  
There was discussion regarding outside storage and the need to screen/fence the property with Mr. Quaney stating he would screen/fence the property when he began to store items outside the building.  
Mayor Spexarth called upon the Zoning Administrator to provide a report on the case and the recommendation of the Planning Commission.  Ms. Diana K. Brooks, Zoning Administrator, presented the Planning Commission’s recommendation for approval asking the Council to override the Planning Commission’s recommendation by a 2/3’s majority vote and place a condition on the recommendation stating that when the property changes ownership that the new owner would screen/fence the property if items were stored outside the building.
Mayor Spexarth questioned if Mr. Quaney had any new information or comments to the Zoning Administrator’s report.  Mr. Quaney stated he did not.  Mayor Spexarth called for any public comments, hearing none he laid out the five options for the Council when considering action of this item.

Councilwoman Reichenberger moved that the Council approve by a 2/3’s majority vote to override the Planning Commission’s recommendation and approve SU-14-01 and add that at any time the subject property changes the condition will be that should outside storage take place the property will then be screened and adopt Ordinance No. 665.  Councilman Kraus second the motion.  Upon a roll call vote the motion was approved 5-0 with Councilwoman Scroggins voting yea, Councilwoman Guy voting yea, Councilwoman Winegarner voting yea; Councilman Kraus voting yea and Councilwoman Reichenberger voting yea. 
B.
Review of the request to approve the Temporary Special Event Permit and CMB license for the Colwich Ball Club

Mr. Jon Scott, Colwich Ball Club, requested that the Council approve the Temporary Special Event Permit and CMB license for the Steak Feed to be held on May 2nd.  Councilman Kraus questioned if the cereal malt beverage would remain inside the fenced area. Mr. Scott stated that it would.

Councilman Kraus moved that the Council approve the Temporary Special Event Permit and the Cereal Malt Beverage license for the Steak Feed.  Councilwoman Reichenberger second the motion.  Upon a call vote the motion was approved 5-0. 


Ms. Brooks asked the Council to waive the distance regulations as set forth in the City Code book as the Steak Feed will be within 200 ft of the assisted living center.

Councilman Kraus moved that the Council waive the distance requirement as setforth in the City Code to allow the Colwich Ball Club to hold the Steak Feed.  Councilwoman Reichenberger second the motion.  Upon a call vote the motion was approved 5-0. 
C.
Reviews of the request to renew the employee health insurance with Blue Cross and Blue Shield

Ms. Diana K. Brooks, City Clerk stated that the increase in the employee health insurance rate was 5% over the previous year and was low in comparison to other communities. She explained the grandfather process used to set cost to the employee, and the potential ramifications to the budget if the policy was changed and the grandfather clause broken.

Councilman Kraus moved that the Council approve the health insurance premiums.  Councilwoman Reichenberger second the motion.  Upon a call vote the motion was approved 5-0. 
D.
Review of the request to approve the agreement with Shred-It to provide document shredding services at Citywide Cleanup day May 3rd

Mayor Spexarth reminded the Council of the suggestion to have a document shredding company at Citywide Clean-up day.  He stated the City Clerk called and found that one company was scheduled and the second would cost $500 for two hours with an optional third hour for an additional $250.00.

The consensus of the Council was not to provide document shredding due to the cost involved.

6.
CONSENT AGENDA
A.
Appropriations Ordinance No. 14-04-01

B.
Approval of the fireworks application for Colwich Lions Club
Councilwoman Reichenberger moved that the Council approve the consent agenda items A-B.  Councilman Kraus second the motion.  Upon a call vote, the motion was approved 5-0.
7.
COMMITTEE REPORTS – Read and file
A.
Heritage Festival

Ms. Mary Ann Morrison, Chairperson, reviewed the April meeting in which it was decided to have the beer garden inside the tennis courts only and offer the opportunity to the KEG.  The car show, fireworks, and REC were scheduled, a theme was needed for the festival and the parade route would remain the same as 2013.  It was the consensus of the Council to provide the students of the Colwich Grade School and the Andale High School the opportunity to design a theme for the festival.
B.
Park Committee


Councilwoman Scroggins presented the monthly report, stated that Mr. Seiler was no longer interested in providing or moving trees and that bids would have to be taken for this service. There was discussion regarding the number of trees to purchase, the transplanting placed on hold until fall, and the supply of red buds at Cramner’s no longer available.  

Councilwoman Scroggins presented the bid from Paris Ungles and Mike Kraus for the construction of a shelter at Colwich Memorial Park.  There was extensive discussion regarding the location of the shelter, the materials used to construct the shelter, the need for a sidewalk to connect the shelter to the existing walking path and the shelter being named in honor of James Martin.  Councilwoman Guy presented information regarding an alternate less expensive shelter option similar to what the ball club was considering.

Councilwoman Scroggins informed the Council that the City did not receive the grant for the benches; the vendor had the military emblems for the metal benches in Veteran’s Park and selling efforts were ongoing. 


Councilwoman Reichenberger moved that the Council approve the bid for the park shelter by Paris Ungles in an amount not to exceed $18,000.  The motion died for lack of second.


The Council tabled action on this item to the next meeting to solicit a bid for the construction of the sidewalk.
C.
Library – Mayor Spexarth stated that the report was included in the packet.  Ms. Brooks stated that the Library Director was requesting to use City water to hold a water fun event in August at the end of the Summer Reading program.

Councilman Kraus moved that the Council approve the use of the City water for the water fun event at the Library in August.  Councilwoman Guy second the motion.  Upon a call vote the motion was approved 5-0. 
8.
DEPARTMENT HEAD REPORTS

A.
City Engineer – Mr. Ben Mabry, City Engineer, provided the maps as requested and stated the elevation certificate was sent to the State of Kansas asking them to remove the school from of the floodway.  There was discussion regarding homeowners needing to wait until the FEMA maps were final before taking steps to prove they were not in the floodplain.

Mr. Mabry highlighted a memo sent to the Public Works Director detailing items to check for the water loss with Mr. Gondoly reporting the results conducted by the KRWA on the master meters being within 5% accuracy.  


There was discussion regarding the placement of the parking lot on the east side of the park.  Mr. Mabry stated he would begin working on a design and the specifications.
B.
Fire – Chief Banz presented the monthly report. He reviewed the bid from the vendor in Hays for a radio for the tender, which was higher than the bid from 1st Wireless.

Councilwoman Guy moved that the Council approve the bid from 1st Wireless in the amount of $1,748.90 for the new radio for the Fire Department.  Councilwoman Winegarner second the motion.  Upon a call vote the motion was denied 3-2 with Councilwoman Reichenberger, Councilman Kraus, and Councilwoman Scroggins voting nay. 
D.
Public Works –William Gondoly, Interim Public Works Superintendent presented the monthly report.  Ms. Brooks commended Mr. Gondoly for the excellent manner in which he handled the State water inspection.  Councilwoman Reichenberger questioned when the sidewalk would be repaired at 1st and Chicago.  Mr. Gondoly stated he was going to contact Councilwoman Reichenberger to review other sidewalks in town before getting a bid.  It was determined to get a bid for 1st and Chicago and repairs to the sidewalk on the west side of 3rd and Colwich Ave.


There was discussion regarding the need for a different mowing system given the range wing mower being inoperable and the dump truck needing a new engine.  The Council instructed Mr. Gondoly get quotes for both items and bring the bids back to Council in May.

Mayor Spexarth reminded the Council of the Citywide cleanup and detailed the items that could be deposited.


Mayor Spexarth stated that the burn pile needed to be moved because it was in the floodway and with FEMA making corrections to the map it was necessary to get a plan in place to move the burn pile if Council wanted to continue to offer the service.  He stated the only place to move the pile to was the northeast corner of the park.
E.
Police Department – Police Chief Mark Hinkle presented the monthly report.   
F.
City Attorney – Mr. Stanley Juhnke, City Attorney, had nothing to report.  
G.
City Clerk - Ms. Brooks presented the monthly report and asked Council for permission to go out for bids for cleaning the building. She stated due to reduced staff this could no longer be done by the Clerk’s office and she requested to advertise for a part-time office clerk.

The consensus of the Council was to allow the Clerk to bid the office cleaning and advertise the part-time position.

9.
GOVERNING BODY COMMENTS
Councilman Kraus questioned if anyone heard the rumor that the ethanol plant was going to open July 1st.  Mayor Spexarth stated he had received an email but had not had a chance to read it to verify it.
Councilwoman Guy questioned the status of the code enforcement efforts.  Councilwoman Reichenberger stated that the code must be upheld and that if anyone saw a violation they should contact the City Clerk so a letter could be sent.

Councilwoman Scroggins questioned if Fr. Schukman could be invited to give the invocation.  Mayor Spexarth stated that Fr. Schukman’s day off is Monday and Fr. Hoisington enjoys coming to the meetings.

Mayor Spexarth reminded the Council of the business mixer at the ICM west campus on Thursday evening at 6:30 p.m.

Mayor Spexarth stated that the Coop was doing some work without a building permit.  He stated they were doing an underground conveyor belt system and explained the circumstances for the shutdown.

10.
EXECUTIVE SESSION – if needed
Mayor Spexarth requested an executive session for the discussion of non-elected personnel for the Mayor, Council, and City Attorney for a period of 10 minutes.
Councilwoman Scroggins moved that the Council recess to executive session for the discussion of non-elected personnel to include the Mayor, Council, and City Attorney for a period of 10 minutes beginning at 9:50 p.m.  Councilwoman Winegarner second the motion.  Upon a call vote the motion was approved 5-0. 

Councilwoman Scroggins moved that the Council move out of executive session at 10:00 p.m.  Councilman Kraus second the motion.  Upon a call vote the motion was approved 5-0. 

Councilwoman Scroggins moved that the Council recess to executive session for the discussion of non-elected personnel to include the Mayor, Council, and City Attorney for a period of 15 minutes beginning at 10:00 p.m.  Councilman Kraus second the motion.  Upon a call vote the motion was approved 5-0. 

Councilman Kraus moved that the Council move out of executive session at 10:15 p.m.   Councilwoman Scroggins second the motion.  Upon a call vote the motion was approved 5-0. 

Councilman Kraus moved that the Council move in to regular session at 10:15 p.m. Councilwoman Scroggins second the motion.  Upon a call vote the motion was approved 5-0. 

Councilman Kraus moved that the Council approve William Gondoly as Public Works Director and increase his salary to $19.50 per hour.  Councilwoman Reichenberger second the motion.  Upon a call vote the motion was approved 5-0. 
11.
ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business, Councilwoman Guy moved for adjournment at 10:20 p.m. Councilman Kraus second the motion.  Upon a call vote the motion carried 5-0.

Respectfully submitted

Diana K. Brooks, City Clerk
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