City Council Minutes
December 16, 2013

The following are subject to modification and are not official minutes until approved by the Governing Body.

CITY OF COLWICH, KANSAS

CITY ADMINISTRATIVE CENTER

310 S. 2ND STREET

REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING

DECEMBER 16, 2013
7:00 P.M.

1. CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Terrence D. Spexarth on Monday, December 16, 2013 at 7:00 p.m. called the regular monthly meeting of the Colwich City Council to order. 
ATTENDANCE
Present were Mayor Terrence D. Spexarth, Councilmembers Cheryl Reichenberger, Sharon Scroggins, Mike Kraus, Daniel Thurnau and Chase Blasi.
Staff members present were Stanley Juhnke, City Attorney; Mark Hinkle, Chief of Police; Brad Banz, Fire Chief; William Gondoly, Interim Public Works Superintendent and Diana Brooks, City Clerk.
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Mayor Spexarth led the audience, staff and Council in the Pledge of Allegiance and Fr. Hoisington gave an invocation.

2.
NOTICES AND COMMUNICATIONS
Ms. Diana K. Brooks, City Clerk read a note from PEC notifying the Council of a holiday donation to the regional food banks on the City’s behalf.
Councilman Kraus reported that he received a complaint from a woman who had received a warning ticket for failure to dim and was upset because the officer did not brighten and dim his lights at her signaling her to dim her lights.

3.
CITIZEN COMMENTS
There were no citizen comments
4.
PURCHASE REQUESTS AND ITEMS NEEDING COUNCIL ACTION
A. Appointment of Joanna Kraus as the Library Director for the Colwich Community Library
Mayor Spexarth presented the recommendation from the Colwich Community Library Board for the appointment of Joanna Kraus as the new Library Director who will assume the duties in January.
Councilman Kraus thanked Nancy for her years of service and commended the Library Board for choosing Ms. Kraus.
Councilman Blasi moved that the Council uphold the recommendation of Mayor Spexarth and the Colwich Community Library Board and appoint Joanna Kraus as Library Director.  Councilman Kraus second the motion.  Upon a call vote the motion was approved 5-0. 
5.
CONSENT AGENDA
A.
Approval of minutes of the November 18, 2013 regular Council meeting 

B.
Appropriations Ordinance Nos. 13-11-02 and 13-12-01

C.
Approval of the November financial reports

D.
Approval of the cereal malt beverage licenses for Kraus Foods, Gambinos, and TJ Convenience

Councilman Thurnau moved that the Council approve the consent agenda items A-D.  Councilman Kraus second the motion.  Upon a call vote, the motion was approved 5-0.
6.
COMMITTEE REPORTS – Read and file
A.
Heritage Festival

There was no report.
B.
Park Committee


Councilwoman Scroggins stated that Mr. Seiler planted all but 11 new trees and stated they needed watering. She offered to water the trees given the Public Works Department crack sealing the streets.

Mayor Spexarth questioned if mulch needed to be placed around the trees.  Councilwoman Scroggins stated either mulch or fill dirt.


Mayor Spexarth questioned the status of the trash bins for the parks.  Councilwoman Scroggins stated she would contact the vendor and asked the Public Works Department to get bags for the containers.

7.
DEPARTMENT HEAD REPORTS

A.
City Engineer – There was no report.
B.
Library – Ms. Nancy Maus presented the monthly report. 

C.
Fire – Chief Banz presented the monthly report and discussed issues with the squad’s front end needing additional weight to help with drifting at higher speeds.  Councilman Kraus requested that the vehicle be taken in to evaluate the possible repair options.
D.
Public Works –William Gondoly, Interim Public Works Superintendent presented the monthly report and stated that crack sealing had begun and reported that equipment was now in the new maintenance building.  Councilwoman Scroggins complimented the look of the Christmas decorations.
E.
Police Department – Police Chief Mark Hinkle presented the monthly report and stated that the signs were $1,000 below the amount approved at the last meeting. 

F.
City Attorney – Mr. Stanley Juhnke, City Attorney, had nothing to report.  
G.
City Clerk - Ms. Brooks presented the monthly report and highlighted an update on the water system revenue, and reviewed a sheet itemizing the things accomplished in 2013.
8.
GOVERNING BODY COMMENTS
Councilwoman Reichenberger asked for a progress report on annexation.  Ms. Brooks stated that three letters had been sent per the instructions received to date.  The Council consensus was to send out letters to the people living in 48th St Circle, and east to 135th St N.
Councilwoman Reichenberger questioned the status of the bid on the tractor.  Mayor Spexarth stated that the tractor went higher than he was authorized to pay.  She stated that she and Ms. Brooks were going to meet on a weekly basis to work on marketing beginning in January.

Ms. Brooks reported that WSU was willing to work with the City on the strategic planning process and questioned if Council wanted to do the plan or hold community meetings to give citizens input into the process.  The consensus of the Council was to hold community meetings as part of the strategic planning process.

Councilwoman Scroggins reported that it appeared Kraus Food would receive a grant from the Kansas Energy Commission to pay one month’s utility bill.  She presented information on a seminar to assist people in their community with mental health issues.
Mayor Spexarth reminded the Council of Nancy Maus’ retirement party on Wednesday evening at ICM’s West Campus; the new zoning and subdivision books should have been received and that the meeting on Tuesday evening would be a workshop; and that January 10th was the annual K-96 meeting in Mt. Hope.  He further informed the Council that he and Greg Tice agreed to wait until the regulations were complete before asking PEC or Baughman Company for a proposal to review the regulation.

Mayor Spexarth reminded the Council that sign up for election opens January 2nd and closes January 21st to file for the Mayor and two Council positions.

12.
EXECUTIVE SESSION – if needed
There was no need for an executive session
13.
ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business, Councilman Kraus moved for adjournment at 7:50 p.m. Councilwoman Reichenberger second the motion.  Upon a call vote the motion carried 5-0.

Respectfully submitted

Diana K. Brooks, City Clerk
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